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Speaker Schedule and Session Information 
 

 
9:30 am     Session A1    LGI Room 
 
Speaker Heather Dane, Family Voices Indiana 
Session Title Medicaid Waiver 102  
  
You have the waiver, now what? Getting targeted for the waiver can be a very exciting but overwhelming 
time. This workshop with Heather Dane of Family Voices of Indiana will delve into the details of the processes involved 
once you are targeted, discuss the various services offered on the waiver and how they can benefit families, and 
examine what to consider when choosing services and providers. 
 
About the Speaker 
Heather Dane is a Health Information Specialist with Family Voices Indiana. Her son, Joseph, was born with a rare 
neurological disorder resulting in multiple disabilities and special health care needs. Her daughter, Mikayla, was born 
premature and has a similar neurological disorder. 

Heather has a degree in Human Services and previously worked with Healthy Families and the Child Abuse Hotline. In 
recent years, she worked as a Family Advocate for The Arc of Indiana and was the 2014-2015 Family Leadership Fellow 
with the Riley Child Development Center LEND Training Program. Heather also serves on several advisory councils and 
committees and works diligently to advocate for her children and others with special needs. She enjoys educating and 
empowering others to be the best advocates for their child. 

 
 
9:30 am      Session A2    Library 
 
Speaker  Kendra Berry, Aspire Indiana  
Session Title How Work Impacts Benefits 
 
'How Work Impacts Benefits' will explain the 2 types of Social Security disability benefits, and the work incentives 

available for each benefit.  We will also review how work impacts Medicaid, Medicare, SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program), and HUD (Housing and Urban Development), as well as review some savings programs. 

 
About the Speaker 
Kendra is the Supervising Community Work Incentives Coordinator (CWIC) with Indiana Works.  She graduated from 
Purdue with a BA in 2004, and began working with developmentally disabled adults.  Kendra has also worked as a case 
manager in a Community Mental Health Center.  Since 2007, Kendra has been providing benefits counseling to 
individuals aged 14 to retirement, helping them to understand how working will impact their Social Security Disability 
benefits, and other state and federal benefits they may receive.  Kendra enjoys giving presentations to both 
beneficiaries and agencies on how work will impact benefits.  
 
 
 
11:00 am sessions---see next page  



 
 
11:00 am      Session B1    LGI Room  
 
Speaker  Staci Small, The Wellness Philosophy 

Session Title Common Nutrient Deficiencies in Children with Special Needs  
 
 
Nutrient deficiencies can be prevalent in special needs individuals due to many factors.  Identifying and correcting 
deficiencies has resulted in improved sleep, behavior, stool patterns and academic performance in many cases.  
Attendees will learn some of the most common nutrient deficiencies and how to identify and correct them. 
 
About the Speaker 
Staci Small MA, RD is a Registered Dietitian providing medical nutrition therapy to clients of all ages and conditions.  As 
owner of The Wellness Philosophy Inc., her practice specializes in identifying and treating food allergies and sensitivities, 
biomedical nutrition care for autism, ADHD and other special needs, treating IBS and digestive health issues, and 
implementing specialized diets such as the gluten free & casein free diet (GFCF), Specific Carbohydrate Diet (SCD) as 
well as the Gut and Psychology Syndrome diet (GAPS). 
 
Ms. Small completed both a Bachelor’s Degree and Master’s Degree in Nutrition and Dietetics from Ball State University 
in Muncie, Indiana. She is approved by the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics as well as the Commission on Dietetic 
Registration to practice clinical nutrition. Before working in private practice, Staci worked as a Clinical Research Dietitian 
for the Indiana University School of Medicine and in public health as an educator and media spokesperson. Throughout 
the years, Staci has appeared in numerous television interviews and broadcasts, radio broadcasts, and print based 
media. 
  
Ms. Small is trained in the Defeat Autism Now! (DAN!) nutrition protocol previously sponsored by the Autism Research 
Institute (ARI).  She is a current member of the Medical Academy of Pediatric Special Needs (MAPS), the only 
comprehensive teaching and fellowship for the biomedical treatment of autism spectrum disorders.    
 
 
 
11:00 am     Session B2    Library 
 
Speaker  Gordon Homes, Mass Mutual Special Care 
Session Title Legal and Financial Planning Needs for Students with Disabilities 

As the direction of Medicaid and SSI becomes difficult to predict and benefits often prove inadequate, it has become 
critical for parents to plan for the future of their child or dependent with special needs.  This workshop covers financial 
planning and legal Issues, including wills, guardianship, trusts, trust funding options and the protection of benefits such 
as Medicaid and SSI.   

 
About the Speaker 
Gordon Homes, CFP, ChFC, CLU, CASL, is a Certified Financial Planner focusing on Financial and Estate Planning for 
families who have children or dependents with Special Needs. He brings a unique perspective through his experience 
both as an advisor and parent.  He assists families with a myriad of issues including understanding and accessing public 
benefits, preserving benefit eligibility through Special Needs Trusts, and Guardianship concerns. 

A frequent speaker at parent support group meetings and state conferences, he is nationally recognized in the area of 
Special Needs planning, contributing to articles in The Washington Post, The New York Times, and Kiplinger’s Personal 
Finance. He is active in numerous organizations that serve the Special Needs Community. 
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